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If authorized by law, a court defectively organized or irregularly called is a de facto court and its acts are valid. 


When a court is organized under color of law, that is, when its creation is authorized by law, but the proceedings creating it are 
irregular or defective, it is a de facto court.! Its acts and judgments are as valid as they would be had the court been properly 
created under the law,” and its acts and judgments are not subject to a jurisdictional challenge except in that court or by direct 


appeal.° Its judgments and proceedings are not open to collateral attack.“ 
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Footnotes 

1 Ark.—Watson v. State, 291 Ark. 358, 724 S.W.2d 478 (1987). 
Neb.—In re Hans, 174 Neb. 612, 119 N.W.2d 72 (1963). 
S.C.—State ex rel. McLeod v. Court of Probate of Colleton County, 266 S.C. 279, 223 S.E.2d 166 (1975). 
Tenn.—Bankston v. State, 908 S.W.2d 194 (Tenn. 1995). 

2 Ark.—Landthrip v. City of Beebe, 268 Ark. 45, 593 S.W.2d 458 (1980). 


S.C.—State ex rel. McLeod v. Court of Probate of Colleton County, 266 S.C. 279, 223 S.E.2d 166 (1975). 
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3 Tenn.—Bankston v. State, 908 S.W.2d 194 (Tenn. 1995). 
4 Ark.—Watson v. State, 291 Ark. 358, 724 S.W.2d 478 (1987). 
Neb.—In re Hans, 174 Neb. 612, 119 N.W.2d 72 (1963). 
S.C.—State ex rel. McLeod v. Court of Probate of Colleton County, 266 S.C. 279, 223 S.E.2d 166 (1975). 
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